
 
 

(3)  All constitutional, statutory, or other authority under which said powers, functions and duties of 
DOTD are performed and carried out. 

The Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) is 1 of 20 Executive Departments  
authorized  for  creation  by  LA  Constitution  Article  IV  §1.   DOTD is created by LA Revised 
Statute 36:4 A. (11).  The agencies included in its creation are found at LA R.S. 36:509.  

DOTD is primarily a combination of the old Department of Highways in R.S. Title 48 and the old 
Department of Public Works in R.S. Title 38.  DOTD also has powers and duties in R.S. Title 2, 
Aviation, R.S. Title 34, Ports, Title 47 Revenue and Taxation, as well as in R.S. Title 32, Traffic 
Regulation. 

DOTD’s structure and organization has changed since its initial creation in 1977, notably in 1988 
and 1997. DOTD organization chart as of January 22, 2018 is attached.  

DOTD must also operate within the constraints of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, particularly, 
Article VII, Part IV - Transportation, and specifically the provisions of the Transportation Trust 
Fund §27. 

LA Constitution Article 7 §27 Transportation Trust Fund provides funding to DOTD for its 
operations and programs, for example: 

A)  Highway Priority Program, R.S. 48:229.1-233; The Statewide Highway System in 
Louisiana’s principal function is to provide for the safe and efficient movement of people and 
goods.  The purpose of the Department of Transportation and Development’s Highway Priority 
Program is to address the safety, preservation, operation and capacity of this highway system. 
The Highway Program identifies the projects which are scheduled for construction in the coming 
State Fiscal year. It also identifies projects being developed in the other stages.    

B)  Airport Construction and Development Priority Program, R.S. 2:801, et. seq., within the 
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, is responsible for management, 
development, and guidance for Louisiana’s aviation system of over 780 public and private 
airports and heliports.  The program’s clients are the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for 
whom it monitors all publicly owned airports within the state to determine compliance with 
federal guidance, oversight, and capital improvement grants, and aviators and the general public 
for whom it regulates airports and provides airways lighting and electronic navigation aids to 
enhance both flight and ground safety. 

C)   Statewide Flood-Control Program, R.S. 38:90.1 et. seq., is designed to help solve flood 
problems through an active, innovative approach. This program uses state funds allocated each 
year by the Legislature to assist in the construction of flood control infrastructure. Local Sponsors 
can apply to the program for funding assistance of up to 90% of the construction cost (non-federal 
projects) or up to 70% of the non-federal share of the project (federal projects).  Eligible projects 
under this program must reduce existing flood damages. Potential projects include measures to 
reduce or eliminate the incidence of flooding or damages in specific area; for example, channel 
modifications; levee, canal, and spillway construction; storm water detention; flood proofing of 



 
 

structure; regulation of floodplains; relocation assistance; or other structural or non-structural 
measures. 

D)   Port Construction and Development Priority Program, R.S. 34:3451 et. seq., provides state 
participation in the construction of port infrastructure, thereby creating and/or maintaining jobs 
and reducing transportation costs to improve the quality of life for Louisiana’s citizens. Only 
projects that have the highest probability of success as determined by objective standards such 
as technical and financial feasibility and overall impacts are funded.  

E)  Transportation Infrastructure Model for Economic Development [TIMED], R.S. 47:820.1 et 
seq.  Program mission is to foster economic development throughout the state of Louisiana and 
enhance the quality of life for its residents through an investment in transportation projects.  

F)     Authority of Department of Transportation and Development, R.S. 32:2 A.(1)  The department, 
as an exercise of the police power of this state, shall supervise and regulate all traffic on all highways 
within the state highway system and shall have the authority in its discretion to supervise and 
regulate all traffic on all highways within this state; promulgate rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with this Chapter and the general laws relative to highways and their construction, 
maintenance, and use, and the operation of vehicles and pedestrians thereon; and investigate the 
highways by utilizing surveys, traffic counts, etc., and effect methods and practices thereto, as in its 
judgment and experience it deems advisable. 

DOTD rules appear in Titles 56 (Public Works), 70 (Transportation) and 73 (Weights, Measures, 
and Standards) of the Louisiana Administrative Code. Those titles may be accessed on the website 
for the Division of Administration www.doa.la.gov (click on Office of State Register). These titles 
contain all DOTD rules. [Attachment-Rules Table of Contents] 

Additionally, there are a number of Titles and agency regulations at the federal level under which 
DOTD must operate. These include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1.    Title 23 USC - Highways 

2.  Title 49 USC - Transportation 

3. Title 33 USC- Navigation & Navigable Waters 

4.  Title 45 USC - Railroads 

5.  Directives and Policy Memorandums from the U.S. Department of Transportation and it's 
Agencies, including the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the Federal Railroad Administration, the Federal Transit Administration, the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration. 

DOTD also serves on and assists many boards and commissions. [Attachment]  
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